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work was far better and his style simpler and
more direct than that which was in fashion. He
indulged in a good deal of patriotic glorification.
We smile at his boyish Federalism describing Na-
poleon as u the gasconading pilgrim of Egypt,"
and Columbia as " seated in the forum of nations,
and the empires of the world amazed at the bright
effulgence of her glory." These sentences are the
acme of fine writing, very boyish and very poor;
but they are not fair examples of the whole, which
is much simpler and more direct than might have
been expected. Moreover, the thought is the
really important thing. We see plainly that the
speaker belongs to the new era and the new
generation of national measures and nationally-
minded men. There is no colonialism about him-,
He is in full sympathy with the Washingtonian
policy of independence in our foreign relations
and of complete separation from the affairs of
Europe. But the main theme and the moving
spirit of this oration are most important of ail.
The boy Webster preached love of country, the
grandeur of American nationality, fidelity to the
Constitution as the bulwark of nationality, and
the necessity and the nobility of the union of the
States; and that was the message which the man
Webster delivered to his fellow-men. The endur-
ing work which Mr. Webster did in the world,
and his meaning and influence in American his*
tory, are all summed up in the principles enui*